
NEWS OF ZION LUTHER AN | ANOKA SEPTEMBER 2022

In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9:10 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

September 3-4
Luke 14:25-33

September 10-11
Luke 15:1-10

September 17-18
Luke 16:1-13

September 24-25
Luke 16:19-31

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

It’s Time to COME HOME!

Rally Sunday Weekend

Dr. Jonathan Campbell and our marvelous musicians are getting ready to welcome 
you home to Zion as we celebrate Rally Sunday Weekend. On Saturday, Sept. 10, we 
will have special music that will definitely entertain! On Sunday, Sept. 11, we will 
have toe-tapping jazz worship during the 9 and 11 a.m. services.

There will be treats after each service on both Saturday and Sunday and a bounce 
house, games and door prizes at 10 a.m. in the CLC on Sunday. Join us for this fun 
and festive weekend as we celebrate the kick-off of a new program year! Nursery 
will be open from 9 a.m.-noon.

New Member Orientation - Sunday, September 25
Are you interested in becoming a member of Zion Lutheran Church? A New Member 
Orientation will be led by Pastor Brent on Sunday, September 25 from 10 a.m. to 
10:50 a.m. in the Legacy Room (located on the lower level next to the Fellowship 
Hall). Come and learn more about Zion and enjoy coffee, donuts, and fellowship.

To sign up for the class, email Pastor Brent, bcampbell@zionanoka.org or call the 
church office, 763-421-4656.

Join Us for Worship - September 10 & 11



a message from Pastor Brent

Bog, Blog & Bible
By Colleen Nelson
Recently, having just read a blog on my laptop, I gazed out the window of our cabin at the bay. The dock drew my 
attention; a crooked finger pointing to the dancing waters beyond. It’s quite lengthy due to the shoreline’s makeup 
of wetlands (an uppity word for bog in my opinion.) Bog and blog. It’s kind of fun to say these two words aloud 
since they rhyme. A more subtle likeness is perhaps the fact that a bog is acid rich in plant material and a blog 
consists of opinions by an author, so personal it’s rarely neutral in content. How about differences? A bog typically 
surrounds open water while the only liquid related to a blog might be what’s steaming in a mug. In addition, we 
might get stopped in our tracks in the spongy ground of a bog, whereas a closely monitored blog is anything but 
stagnant. Now, let’s add the word Bible to the mix. Bible vs. bog: God’s word can be acidic at times such as when 
God rebuked his people in Isaiah 42: 24-25a “(the Israelites) weren’t willing to walk in his ways, and they wouldn’t 
obey his instruction, so he drenched them with the heat that is his anger.” And, we readers can easily get bogged 
down in scripture. Fortunately, worship and Bible studies help us to navigate the Bible and better understand 
God’s word. Bible vs. blog: Like some blogs, the Bible is written by more than one person, but unlike blogs of this 
kind, its contents are singularly God’s word throughout its entirety. Also, if not updated often, a blog might be 
considered passé, whereas scripture comes alive when read and is as relevant today as when it was written. Word 
play can be fun and entertaining, but dusting off our Bibles and digging in can be life-altering. For on-the-go, 
consider downloading a Bible app on your phone so God’s word is available to you anytime, wherever you may 
roam.

The pandemic upended our world and has changed so many things. We are grateful for 
technology and all the ways that it has allowed us, as a community of faith, to remain connected.  
One of the “habits” or “routines” that has been upended by COVID is church attendance. It is very 
convenient to worship from home by livestreaming or watching a Cable TV broadcast or listen-
ing to a radio broadcast. This is a welcome alternative for those who may have underlying health 
conditions, or are in a high risk group, are caregivers to a spouse or parent who is homebound, 
or if your own health has changed. Your pastors are grateful that you are able to 

participate in worship virtually. We know that for some people the risk of being in a crowd is high at this time, so 
please know we are always happy to have you join us for worship online or through the radio or Cable TV and we 
will be delighted to see you when you are able to join us in person. If you are worshiping at home simply because 
it is so convenient, please know how much we miss you and would love to see you in person. I am reminded of the 
words of St. Paul: “We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” I recently saw the following reading by Michael Carl on social media and I think it is good food 
for thought.

As church attendance numbers fade across the nation and 
online services become very convenient, it’s important to 
remember why church attendance for you and your family 
matters so much. You can’t have community of faith on 
your sofa. You can’t experience the power of a room full of 
believers worshipping together on your sofa.

Christians aren’t consumers. We are contributors. We don’t 
watch. We engage. We give. We sacrifice. We encourage. We 
pray by laying hands on the hurting. We do life together. 
The church needs you. And you need the church.

Sept 10 & 11 is Rally Sunday weekend. There will be special music and Sunday School activities for children. If you 
are healthy and comfortable coming back to church in person, know that we miss you. “It’s Time to Come Home!”



welcome

Find Your Mission - “Skills and Interests” Inventory
Are you interested in sharing your gifts of time and talent at Zion but not quite sure where you might best utilize 
these gifts? Or perhaps you are new to Zion or newly retired and are looking for ways to engage both at Zion 
and in the community. If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, we invite you to complete the “Skills and 
Interest” Inventory included in the center of this Herald and return it to the church office. If you prefer, you may 
also complete the inventory by logging into your Zion Realm profile http://cutt.ly/ZionRealm. We will use the 
information in this form to invite you to participate in future volunteer opportunities in areas where you have 
skills and/or interests.

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Monday, September 12 | 1 - 6 pm | CLC
Zion will be hosting the American Red Cross Blood Drive on Monday, September 12 from 1 p.m. – 6 p.m. in the 
CLC. To sign up, call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit www.RedCrossBlood.org and enter Sponsor 
Code: Zion.

Getting to Know the People in Our Neighborhood
This past summer, Zion’s Equity Team hosted gatherings at Akin Park 
in Anoka for the neighbors who live adjacent to Zion. When people 
gather, sharing food signifies welcome—opening the door to friendly 
conversation, getting to know people better, and to making memories. 
In beautiful Akin Park, that happened over delicious (free) ice cream.

What’s next for the neighborhood within and around Zion? Where 
should we gather as the leaves turn red, yellow and gold, the air gets 
crisp and the sounds of the marching band fill our ears? What food 
should we share? S’mores around a campfire in the Outdoor Green 
Space? Freshly baked bread? Warm apple pie with ice cream? You are 
already invited; stay tuned for the day, time and place.

“Man does not live by bread alone, but he also does not live long without it. To eat is to acknowledge our 
dependence—both on food and on each other.” Frederick Buechner

School Supplies Drive a Huge Success!
Thank you for your overwhelming support of our annual school 
supply drive. We collected hundreds of notebooks, folders, markers, 
crayons, etc. These supplies, together with those from other area 
churches, were assembled into backpacks at United Methodist 
Church in Anoka and then given to families in need who registered 
for the August distribution event. Thank you also to those who 
donated Target gift cards which will be dispersed throughout the 
school year by counselors and social workers to students at Anoka 
Middle School when needs arise. Congratulations, people of Zion, for 
a job well done!



worship and grow

A Peace of My Mind
Over the summer, Zion helped sponsor John Noltner as he gathered stories of faith and justice for his new series “A 
Peace of My Mind”. John invites us to join him for a virtual program on September 14 at 7 p.m. as he shares some 
of the stories and insights he encountered. You can register for the free session by calling the church office 
763-421-4656 or emailing Pastor Connie ctiede@zionanoka.org.

Fall Small Group Study - “Animate: Faith”
This fall we begin a seven-week video-based study called “Animate: Faith” by Sparkhouse. In each “Animate: 
Faith” session, the group will watch a video featuring a leading voice from the Christian faith, spend time on 
reflection and journaling, and share discussions with the group. Along with watching the DVD, we will also use 
the “Animate: Faith” journal, which is an interactive journal where participants can delve deeper and reflect on 
session content. Below are the days and times of the groups.

• A - Mondays, 1 p.m.; Facilitator: Pastor Sue Wallager
• B - Tuesdays, 9 a.m.; Facilitators: Ken Johnson and Greg Bergeron
• C - Wednesdays, 10 a.m.; Facilitator: Pastor Connie Tiede
• D - Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m.; Facilitator: Pastor Connie Tiede
• E - Thursdays, 1 p.m. via Zoom; Facilitators: Pastor Jim Barsch and Pastor Amie Odahl

You can sign up for a small group at the front desk. You can also purchase the journal for $15. Below is the 
schedule for September.

• Week of September 19: God | Faith is a Quest presented by Brian McLaren
• Week of September 26: Religion | Spirituality is Not Enough by Lillian Daniel
• Week of October 3: Jesus | Revolution of Love by Mark Scandrette
• Week of October 10: Salvation | Abundant Life Now by Shane Hipps
• Week of October 17: Cross | Where God Is by Nadia Bolz-Weber
• Week of October 24: Bible | A Book Like No Other by Lauren Winner
• Week of October 31: Church | An Imperfect Family by Bruce Reyes-Chow

Zion’s Worship Opportunities

In-Person Worship Services
Saturdays @ 5 p.m. and Sundays @ 8 a.m., 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Livestream Worship Services
Sundays @ 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Cable TV Channel 6 Broadcast
Sundays @ 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Radio (BOB-FM 106.1)
Sundays @ 9:10 a.m.







grow
Fall Sunday Adult Forum Schedule
We have an exciting fall line-up for our Sunday Adult Forums. Mark your calendars and join us Sundays at 10 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall beginning on September 18.
• September 18 & 25 and October 2: A Peace of My Mind Parts 1, 2 & 3. Join us for this three-session series based 

on content from John Noltner’s project “A Peace of My Mind”.
• October 9: Stewardship Forum
• October 16: In the Dust of the Rabbi Part 1 (DVD series by Ray Vander Laan)
• October 23: In the Dust of the Rabbi Part 2
• October 30: In the Footsteps of Martin Luther presented by Pastor Brent from his recent trip to Germany

CYF Fall Programs - Time to Register!
It’s time to register for Children, Youth and Family 2022-2023 fall programs.
Sunday programs - register at https://cutt.ly/ZionSun22-23 or scan QR Code at right.
• Holy Shenanigans Sunday School (10-10:50 a.m.) is family style! Kids ages 0-5 accom-

panied by their grown-ups are invited to gather in the Chapel for music, Bible stories, 
and community. After gathering, parent education and play-based learning is offered. 
You’ll make new friends, and leave with faith activities to try at home! Contact Lee at 
lneitge@zionanoka.org.

• Kid City Sunday School (10-10:50 a.m.) is a place to shine! At Kid City, kids grades K-5 experience the story 
of Jesus and learn to reflect his love in the world! Using hands-on materials and the well-loved “Holy Moly” 
videos, kids explore the key stories of the Old and New Testament. Grades K-2 use the Holy Moly Story Bible, 
while Grades 3-5 use their very own gifted Bible from the congregation! We gather in the Theater for prayer, 
music and the Bible video, then break into small groups. Contact Ann at acampbell@zionanoka.org.

Wednesday programs - register at https://cutt.ly/ZionWed22-23 or scan QR Code at right.
• Whirl Wednesday (6-7:20 p.m.) is for grades K-3 where children learn and begin to 

apply Biblical principles and teaching to their own lives, following the example of 
Jesus. Hands-on activities and object lessons are used to bring the Bible to life for kids. 
Contact Jenny at jgustafson@zionanoka.org.

• Preteen Ministry (6-7:20 p.m.) is for grades 4 & 5 and was developed to give preteens 
the tools they need to move them from their parents’ faith to a place where they can 
take ownership of their own relationship with Christ. Contact Jenny at jgustafson@zionanoka.org.

• Confirmation (6-7:20 p.m.) is grounded in the basics: weekly worship, worship involvement, weekly learning 
on Wednesday evenings, faith growth, and community service. In addition, students are expected to attend 
a retreat in their 6th and 7th grade years and spend a week at Camp Wapo in June after their 8th grade year 
before participating in the Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) Service the fall of their 9th grade year. 
Contact Pastor Mike at mrueckert@zionanoka.org.

• Common Ground (6:30-8 p.m.) is for grades 9-12 and is meant to be a safe space for all with opportunities to 
share stories of life and to grow through fellowship, faith and servant leadership. All are invited to join us in 
being a part of this community. Contact Josh jmyroniuk@zionanoka.org.



grow and care

Baptisms
July 30 - Zya Luniewski
Aug 14 - Harper Ahlness

Cara Fish
Lyle & Marlene 
Willock
Roger & Margaret 
Denlinger
David & Jeanne Minier
Gary & Cheryl Alberts
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson

about our people
Deaths
Laurine Nybeck
Merle Anderson
Marion Olson

Karen Siewert in honor of Pastor Brent’s 35th anniversary of his 
ordination
Richard Nybeck in memory of Laurine Nybeck
Marilyn Herbold in memory of Tom Giddings
Marilyn Herbold in memory of Connie McCormick
Al & Margaret Steinbring in honor of Al’s 85th birthday

Colossians Bible Study
Join us for a seven-week Open Book Bible Study on Colossians led by Pastor Dixie Johnson starting Wednesday, 
September 21 at 1 p.m.

The apostle Paul wrote the Book of Colossians around 60 AD and, much like faithful Christians today, the believ-
ers in Colossae struggled against false teaching and cultural pressure to abandon the gospel. Paul strengthened 
them by reminding them of God’s all-sufficient grace in Jesus Christ. He did this by emphasizing three things: the 
person of Christ, the work of Christ, and the benefits of Christ. He also reminded the Colossians that Jesus created 
all things, sustains all things, therefore he possesses authority over the entire Cosmos. Everything revolves 
around Jesus, he is the preeminent one!

Amidst a society that ignores or even diminishes Jesus, we too can stand and be assured, same as the Colossians, 
that Jesus is our God, our trustworthy anchor, a reliable refuge, sustainer of the Cosmos and creator of our souls. 
Read how these truths unfold when you open your Bible to the Book of Colossians. 

All you need for this study is your Bible and a spiral-bound notebook. You are welcome to bring a friend if you’d 
like! Sign up at the Welcome Desk.

Supporters of our Radio Broadcast Fund
Thank you to the following recent supporters of our Radio Broadcast Fund:

New Members
Barbara Lutmer

Jane Haney
Everett & Jackie 
Sorenson
Marlyn Hyland
Dennis & Sandra 
Brodin
John & Sandy 
Steinbring



serve

Every Meal Volunteers
Every Meal is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a mission to fight child hunger 
through community and school partnerships. They strive to make a difference in children’s 
lives by specifically focusing on food gaps — the times when children aren’t at school to 
access meal programs. Every Meal supports families with programming over the weekends, 
summers, and extended school breaks. Providing children with wholesome food is their focus, and their growth 
and achievement is at the heart of everything they do.

Zion has partnered with Trinity Episcopal Church and Lincoln Elementary to ensure children do not go home 
hungry. You can be a part of this program by volunteering to place a bag of food into the backpacks of Lincoln 
students typically on Fridays, but also the last day before a break. You will be trained and can easily sign up via 
Sign Up Genius (you will be given a link). If you would like to be part of this great ministry, please contact Pastor 
Connie at ctiede@zionanoka.org.

Zion Matthew Bag Ministry
Zion’s Matthew Bag Ministry (MBM) has served our community for over 
one year, and what a year it was! Confirmation students, teen groups, VBS 
kids, church circles and congregation members went around the table to 
fill over 750 bags with essential items for those in need in our community. 
Thanks to your generous support, MBM is making a difference in the lives 
of others.

Where do these bags go? MBM bagging volunteers may take a bag to 
safely give to a needy person they encounter. Additional bags are always 
available at the Welcome Desk. Most bags are delivered to agencies in our 
community who directly assist struggling families and individuals. These 
include ACBC (for families being re-homed), Salvation Army, Hope4Youth, 
Stepping Stone, Anoka Ramsey Community/Technical College (through 
their food pantries for needy students), YMCA in Coon Rapids (through their food pantry), and area churches.

How is MBM supported?

1) Through a grant from our Zion Foundation.
2) Through your financial donation. Please note “for MBM” on your check. 
3) Through your donation of product. We are always in need of 16 oz. water, individual Kleenex packs, granola/
energy bars and adult socks.

Note that MBM is driving down the cost of making bags by purchasing items in bulk: shampoo, conditioner, body 
wash/lotion, toothpaste/tooth brushes and combs. Your donations of small, individually wrapped items are 
always welcome!

Please look in the Sunday “Life Together” insert for the most pressing needs. We’ll be connecting with your group, 
choir, or activity to schedule a bagging event. If we miss your group, just call Zion with your message and we will 
get back to you. A bagging event takes only a few minutes and is fun, too!

https://www.everymeal.org/
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

Thank You Habitat for Humanity Volunteers!

A heartfelt thank you to the many construction and food volunteers who helped with our Habitat for Humanity 
project this past August. This year, Zion volunteers worked on the rehab of a house at 10111 Palm St. in Coon Rapids. 

Hats off to all the volunteers who spent the week doing a job that was necessary but messy, and a lot of hard work!


